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Section 3: Academic Assessments 
Instructions:  As applicable, provide the information regarding a State’s academic assessments in the text 

boxes below.  

 

March 13, 2017 Revised Template Question 

A.1 Challenging State Academic Standards and Assessments 

The Delaware Department of Education has engaged with stakeholders through an English 

Learner Strategic Plan Guiding Coalition in community feedback sessions and online surveys to 

develop a comprehensive statewide EL Strategic Plan.  As a result of this plan, the SEA will 

develop a systematic support structure to assist all eligible entities in meeting the State-designed 

long-term goals, including measurements of interim progress towards meeting such goals, and the 

challenging State academic standards. The systematic support structure will include the 

development of a recognition program for districts and charters that achieve significant growth 

for English learners.  The SEA will continue to refine EL education and supports through the 

intentional analysis of data. 

 

A. Advanced Mathematics Coursework. 

Does the State: 1) administer end-of-course mathematics assessments to high school students in 

order to meet the requirements under section 1111(b)(2)(B)(v)(I)(bb) of the ESEA; and 2) use the 

exception for students in eighth grade to take such assessments under section 1111(b)(2)(C) of the 

ESEA? 

☐ Yes.  If yes, describe the SEA’s strategies to provide all students in the State the opportunity to 

be prepared for and to take advanced mathematics coursework in middle school consistent with 

section 1111(b)(2)(C) and 34 C.F.R. § 200.5(b)(4). 

☒ No. 

 

March 13, 2017 Revised Template Question 

A.2. Eighth Grade Math Exception (ESEA section 1111(b)(2)(C) and 34 CFR § 200.5(b)(4)):  

i. Does the State administer an end-of-course mathematics assessment to meet the 

requirements under section 1111(b)(2)(B)(v)(I)(bb) of the ESEA?  

☐ Yes  

☒ No 

 

B. Languages other than English. Describe how the SEA is complying with the requirements in 

section 1111(b)(2)(F) of the ESEA and 34 C.F.R. §200.6(f) in languages other than English.  

i. Provide the SEA’s definition for “languages other than English that are present to a 

significant extent in the participating student population,” consistent with 34 C.F.R. § 

200.6(f)(4), and identify the specific languages that meet that definition. 

 

March 13, 2017 Revised Template Question 

A.3.i. Provide its definition for “languages other than English that are present to a significant 

extent in the participating student population,” and identify the specific languages that 

meet that definition. 

DDOE’s definition for “languages other than English that are present to a significant extent in 

the participating student population” is, “Any language present statewide in at least 5% of the 

EL population in tested grades.” 
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This means that there are only two "significant" languages for grades 3-8 and three in grade 

11: 

 Spanish – grades 3-8 and grade 11 

 Haitian Creole – grades 3-8 and 11 

 Arabic – grade 11 

The DDOE has identified languages other than English that are present in Delaware LEAs.  

Spanish is spoken to a significant extent among students in grades 3-8 (3,443 students).  At 

the high school level, 181 assessments were administered to Spanish-speaking students.   

 

Summary of Top 5 Language Counts – ELs 10/25/16 

Grade 

Level(s) Spanish Creole Arabic Chinese Vietnamese 

Grades 3-8 3,443 241 100 67 34 

Grade 11 181 18 12 2 1 

 

ii. Identify any existing assessments in languages other than English, and specify for which 

grades and content areas those assessments are available. 

 

March 13, 2017 Revised Template Question 

A.3.ii. Identify any existing assessments in languages other than English, and specify for 

which grades and content areas those assessments are available.  

All grade 3-8 mathematics and science assessments are trans-adapted into Spanish.  The 

additional top five languages listed in the above summary chart, except Haitian Creole, have 

translated glossaries for the Smarter Assessments.  Glossaries include customized translations 

of predetermined construct-irrelevant terms that are most challenging to ELs.  The translation 

of the terms is context-specific and grade-appropriate.  In addition, the DDOE has translated 

the spoken directions for the Smarter Assessments into Delaware’s top five languages. 

Directions for the high school assessment (SAT) have also been translated into Delaware’s 

top five languages listed above.  In addition, effective January 1, 2017, EL students taking the 

SAT during the school day will have access to approved word-to-word bilingual glossaries in 

these languages.  In fall 2017, EL students taking the SAT during the school day can also 

receive extended testing time (up to time and a half) and the opportunity to test in an 

environment with reduced distractions.  The DDOE does not offer any other native language 

assessments at this time. 

 

iii. Indicate the languages other than English identified in B.i. above for which yearly student 

academic assessments are not available and are needed. 

 

March 13, 2017 Revised Template Question 

A.3.iii. Indicate the languages identified in question 3(i) for which yearly student academic 

assessments are not available and are needed.  

The SAT mathematics assessment is not currently provided in Spanish.  DDOE continues to 

research the feasibility of Spanish, the primary language of our EL population, along with 



30 

advocating for Haitian-Creole translations.  Haitian Creole is the second most common 

language after Spanish. 

Thus, the DDOE continues to collaborate with the Smarter Balanced Consortium of States for 

continued development in reference to the number of languages and methods to improve the 

feasibility of assessments in additional languages as well as other supports for non-English 

speaking test-takers.  Supports such as glossaries and directions in other languages are 

currently in place and are continually reviewed and expanded. 

 

iv. Describe how the SEA will make every effort to develop assessments, at a minimum, in 

languages other than English that are present to a significant extent in the participating 

student population by providing:  

1. The State’s plan and timeline for developing such assessments, including a 

description of how it met the requirements of 34 C.F.R. § 200.6(f)(4); 

 

March 13, 2017 Revised Template Question 

A.3.iv. Describe how it will make every effort to develop assessments, at a minimum, in 

languages other than English that are present to a significant extent in the participating 

student population including by providing  

a. The State’s plan and timeline for developing such assessments, including a 
description of how it met the requirements of 34 CFR § 200.6(f)(4);  

The DDOE is currently developing a plan to further address identified needs in this area.  

Some strategies that will be included are: 

 Continue to investigate EL supports with College Board and other states using SAT for 

accountability purposes.  Beginning January 1, 2017, EL students will have access to the 

SAT School Day testing instructions in several native languages and will have approved 

word-to-word bilingual glossaries. 

 Conduct feasibility studies for developing additional assessment translations (e.g., 

Creole) with Delaware Technical Advisory Committee and College Board. 

 The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium engages an English Language Learners 

Advisory Committee to regularly to review the needs of ELs.  The English Language 

Learners Advisory Committee is comprised of national experts in EL assessment, 

bilingual education, and language acquisition.  This committee will provide feedback to 

Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium staff, work groups, and contractors to ensure 

that the assessments provide valid, reliable, and fair measures of achievement and growth 

for ELs. 

 The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium currently provides stacked Spanish 

translations, glossaries provided in 10 languages and several dialects, as well as translated 

test directions in 19 languages. 

 The grades 5, 8, and 10 science assessment is currently under development.  The timeline 

is as follows: 

 2016-17: Research and development to pilot new items 

 2017-18: Field test 

 2018-19: Operational 
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 During development of this assessment, DDOE will work with the vendor to make every 

effort to develop the assessments in languages other than English that are present to a 

significant extent in the participating student population. 

 

2. A description of the process the State used to gather meaningful input on the need for 

assessments in languages other than English, collect and respond to public comment, 

and consult with educators; parents and families of English learners; students, as 

appropriate; and other stakeholders; and  

 

March 13, 2017 Revised Template Question 

A.3.iv.b. A description of the process the State used to gather meaningful input on the need 

for assessments in languages other than English, collect and respond to public comment, 

and consult with educators; parents and families of English learners; students, as 

appropriate; and other stakeholders; and  

Organized review events occur on a yearly basis.  DDOE participates in review events 

with both the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium and the consortia of states 

participating in the SAT as the high school accountability assessment. 

The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium engages an English Language Learners 

Advisory Committee regularly to review the needs of ELs.  The English Language 

Learners Advisory Committee is comprised of national experts in EL assessment, 

bilingual education, and language acquisition.  This committee will provide feedback to 

Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium staff, work groups, and contractors to ensure 

that the assessments provide valid, reliable, and fair measures of achievement and growth 

for ELs. 

The DDOE shares information and solicits feedback during established meetings with 

district superintendents and charter school directors, principals, and district test 

coordinators, and through its website.  The DDOE contracts with a vendor to provide 

translated parent letters and allows the districts to use this service. 

 

3. As applicable, an explanation of the reasons the State has not been able to complete 

the development of such assessments despite making every effort. 

 

March 13, 2017 Revised Template Question 

A.3.iv.c. As applicable, an explanation of the reasons the State has not been able to complete 

the development of such assessments despite making every effort.  

The DDOE is a member of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium.  As a member, 

DDOE has access to the English Language Learners Advisory Committee.  Smarter 

Balanced currently provides supports such as glossaries in other languages.  Additional 

supports for other languages are being considered and some are under development. 

The DDOE is a member of a multistate consortium with College Board for the 

administration of the SAT.  The DDOE is currently working with College Board on the 

development of support for students whose first language is Spanish.   


